
ROCZNIKI CHEMII – POL ISH JOUR NAL OF CHEM IS TRY 1921 – 2009

Roczniki Chemii, the pri mary ti tle of the Pol ish Jour nal of Chem is try, was
founded by Jan Zawidzki in 1921 as an or gan of the Pol ish Chem i cal So ci ety, which
had been or ga nized two years ear lier in 1919.

Un til 1952 Roczniki Chemii ap peared as a monthly jour nal, later till 1962 it was
pub lished as a quar terly and bi monthly jour nal. Start ing from 1962 Roczniki Chemii
again be came a monthly jour nal.

In the first vol umes Roczniki re ported the his tory of the Pol ish Chem i cal So ci ety,
pub lished the list of So ci ety’s mem bers and printed the lec tures de liv ered in the So ci -
ety’s re gional di vi sions in full or ab bre vi ated form (from 1936 only the ti tles of such
lec tures were pub lished). How ever, many of these pub li ca tions were the orig i nal pa -
pers writ ten by Pol ish chem ists. The num ber of such pa pers in creased from about
20 in the early years to a hun dred and fifty in 1934. Un til 1978 the ma jor ity of pa pers
and in for ma tion were pub lished in Pol ish with sum ma ries in French or Eng lish.

From 1921 to about 1960 Pol ish chem ists used to pub lish the re sults of their in -
ves ti ga tions in Pol ish, only the most im por tant achieve ments were trans lated and
pub lished in for eign jour nals. From the 1960s on more and more Pol ish chem ists be -
gan to sub mit their pa pers to for eign jour nals.

Jan Zawidzki, the founder of Roczniki Chemii, was the ed i tor-in-chief of this
jour nal un til his death in 1928. Later Wojciech Œwiêtos³awski served on this po si tion
un til 1934 and Tadeusz Mi³obêdzki in the years 1935-1939. Alicja Dorabialska
worked as the ed i tor’s sec re tary from 1928 to 1939.

Dur ing the Sec ond World War, from 1940 to 1945 the Jour nal did not ap pear. Af -
ter the war the first is sue ap peared in 1946 and it was ed ited jointly by Tadeusz
Mi³obêdzki, Alicja Dorabialska and W³odzimierz Trzebiatowski. That is sue con -
tained a list of the names of Pol ish chem ists who were mur dered or as sumed lost dur -
ing the Sec ond World War. The list was pub lished in Pol ish and French. Later Alicja
Dorabialska served as the ed i tor-in-chief un til 1949. In 1950 this duty was taken over
by Wiktor Kemula, who held the po si tion for 35 years, un til his death in 1985.  In the
fif ties and early six ties Józef Hurwic and Jan Œwiderski co op er ated with Wiktor
Kemula as co-ed i tors. In 1955 Jerzy Chodkowski started to work as the ed i tor’s sec re -
tary, and in 1969 he was nom i nated as the dep uty ed i tor-in-chief. In that year Osman
Achmatowicz Jr., Bogdan Baranowski, Boles³aw Bochwic, Henryk Buchowski and
Barbara Serafinowa got the po si tions of ed i tors. In 1978 Barbara Serafinowa was re -
placed by Wojciech Stec and in 1982 Henryk Buchowski – by Zbigniew Galus.

Start ing from 1978 the jour nal Roczniki Chemii changed its ti tle and be came
known as Pol ish Jour nal of Chem is try. Since then all pa pers have been pub lished in
Eng lish.
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Af ter Wiktor Kemula died in 1985, Jerzy Chodkowski be came the ed i tor-in-chief 
and held this post un til 1992. He was then fol lowed by Bogdan Baranowski, who
worked with two ed i tors: Zbigniew Galus and Janusz Jurczak. A year later Janusz
Jurczak re signed and Jerzy Wicha took up the du ties of the ed i tor and held the post un -
til 1997. From 1997 Pol ish Jour nal of Chem is try was headed by Bogdan Baranowski
as the ed i tor-in-chief with three ed i tors: Zbigniew Galus, Krzysztof Wojciechowski
and Slawomir Jarosz (who worked un til 1999).

In 2005 Bogdan Baranowski re signed from this po si tion and Zbigniew Galus was 
nom i nated as the ed i tor-in-chief. He co op er ated with two ed i tors: Jolanta Bukowska
(who joined in 2007) and Krzysztof Wojciechowski.

The jour nal Roczniki Chemii, later known as Pol ish Jour nal of Chem is try, pub -
lished re view ar ti cles, orig i nal pa pers (from var i ous fields of chem is try with the ex -
cep tion of an a lyt i cal and in dus trial chem is try), com mu ni ca tions, and book re views.
The chron i cle of the Pol ish Chem i cal So ci ety, which ap peared as a reg u lar sec tion in
the early is sues of the Jour nal, was moved in 1953 to Wiadomoœci Chemiczne (Chem -
i cal News), the So ci ety’s re view mag a zine. 

Start ing from 1998, the re search ers work ing in me dic i nal, macromolecular and
supra mo lecu lar chem is try, as well as in mo lec u lar mod el ing, were in vited to pub lish
their pa pers in the Jour nal.

In re cent years the av er age an nual vol ume had about 2500 pages and about 200
orig i nal pa pers.

In 1993, to in crease the in ter na tional sig nif i cance of the Jour nal, the In ter na -
tional Ad vi sory Board was or ga nized. Nine prom i nent chem ists from dif fer ent coun -
tries, who co op er ated with Pol ish chem ists, were in vited to join the Board.

In 1998 the Pol ish Chem i cal So ci ety joined the Own ers Board of Chem is try, a
Eu ro pean Jour nal pub lished by Wiley-Verlag Chemie, and in 2000 – also the Own ers 
Board of  Phys i cal Chem is try – Chem i cal Phys ics pub lished by the Brit ish Royal So -
ci ety of Chem is try. The Wiley-VCh pro posed the Ex ec u tive Board of the Pol ish
Chem i cal So ci ety to join other Eu ro pean jour nals pub lished by this pub lish ing house, 
namely the Eu ro pean Jour nal of In or ganic Chem is try and Eu ro pean Jour nal of Or -
ganic Chem is try. This prop o si tion was how ever valid on con di tion that mem bers of
the Pol ish Chem i cal So ci ety would pub lish their pa pers in the men tioned jour nals.
This would mean the ne ces sity of clos ing the Pol ish Jour nal of Chem is try. Af ter sev -
eral years of hes i ta tion, in the mid dle of this year the Ex ec u tive Board of the Pol ish
Chem i cal So ci ety ac cepted the Wiley’s prop o si tion. Thus in De cem ber 2009 the last
is sue of our Jour nal will ap pear.

We hope that Pol ish chem i cal ac a demic com mu nity will ac cept the de ci sion and
that Pol ish chem ists will sub mit their re search pa pers to Eu ro pean Jour nals even
more in tensely than they do now.

 
                                                                                                    Ro man Mierzecki
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